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Attached is a Response to the Office Action dated January 27, 2006. 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to 
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on: 

_ April 27. 2006 

Pate of Deposit) 

Michael K_ O'Neill Reg. Mo. 32.622 
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This facsimile message and accompanying documents arb intended only for the use of the addressee 
indicated above. information that is privileged or otherwise confidential may be contained therein . if 
you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, review or use of this 
message, documents or information contained therein is strictly prohibited. if you have received this 
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03500.014958. PATENT APPLICATION 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



) 



Examiner T. Lamb 
Group Art Unit: 2622 



April 27, 2006 



In re Application of: 

JUNICHI KIM1ZUKA, et al. 

Application No.: 09/697,499 

Filed: October 27, 2000 

For: IMAGE FORMATION 
APPARATUS 

Mai) Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1 450 

RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 

Sir: 

This is a response to the Office Action dated January 27, 2006. Claims 21 
to 48 are in the application, of which Claims 21, 25, 31, 35, 41 and 45 are the independent 
claims. Reconsideration and further examination are respectfully requested. 

The Office Action entered a rejection of all claims under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) 
over U.S. Patent 5, 140,349 (Abe). The rejections are respectfully traversed. 



I hereby certify thai this correspondence Is being facsimile transmitted to 
Tbc U.S. Paienl and Trademark Office on: 
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Michael K. O'Neill. Rfi<L No. 32.623 
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